
INstructions:

Background Info:

 Calculate how much water runs off your home - see instructions on next page
 Now that you know how much stormwater comes from your home, explore
sources of pollution -- see examples on back page
 Where and how does the water drain?  Are there areas where impervious
surfaces could drain to where the water can soak in or be captured?
 Where does the runoff leave your home?
 Capture your good stormwater management practices with a photo or drawing,
and share it.  #worldowater
  Complete the participation form at WorldOWater.org to be entered for a
chance to win prizes.  

1.
2.

3.

4.
5.

6.

Neighborhoods have many hard
surfaces that do not allow water to
soak back into the ground - these
surfaces are described as "impervious".  
Impervious areas include rooftops,
driveways, patios, sidewalks, and
streets.  

What other surfaces keep water from
soaking in at your home?

Explore stormwater issues around your homeExplore stormwater issues around your home

Stormwater Management

Assessment

Stormwater can encounter lots of
pollutants in neighborhoods, including:
litter, oil from vehicles, lawn chemicals,
grass clippings, and pet waste.  
These pollutants wash down to the nearest
storm sewer inlet and go directly to the
closest stream, lake or river, untreated!!
Whatever is in the stormwater runoff is
now in our local waterways, harming our
natural resources and ecosystems.

  But you can make a difference!But you can make a difference!



1.  Identify an area where water cannot soak into the ground.

2. Go to one of the following resources to find your home:
Google Maps (https://maps.google.com)

Douglas County GIS maps (https://www.dogis.org)
Sarpy County GIS maps (https://maps.sarpy.com)

 
3. Use the area measurement tool or map scale on your home and measure each impervious
surfaces. (HINT: Area = Length x Width)

4. Add up all the areas of impervious surfaces. This sum is the total area of impervious surface at
your home where rainfall and snowmelt does not soak in, but instead runs off.

5. Using the total impervious surface area, calculate how many gallons of water runoff your home. 
  (HINT: When it rains 1 inch, 1000 square feet of impervious surface sheds 600 gallons of water.)

6.  Now to put that amount into perspective, remember a jug of milk is 1 gallon; a full bathtub
holds 42 gallons; a semi truck can hold approximately 15,850 gallons; an Olympic sized swimming
pool holds 660,000 gallons.

How to Calculate
Impervious

Surface Area:

GALLONS
660,000

GALLONS
42

GALLONS
15,850

Stormwater Management

Assessment

https://maps.google.com/
https://www.dogis.org/
https://maps.sarpy.com/


Leaky cars and equipment
Litter and debris
Lawn chemicals
Grass clippings and leaves
Cigarette butts
Sand accumulation

Bare spots in the yard that cause dirt
to runoff
Pet waste (contains harmful bacteria!)
Open containers or poorly stored
containers of chemicals

What you can do to reduce pollutants:

Stormwater Management

Assessment

Fix leaky cars and equipment
Close lids on trash and
recycling containers 
Don’t litter!
Pick up litter!
Sweep or blow grass clippings,
leaves, and lawn chemicals back
into the yard
Keep driveways, curbs, and
sidewalks clean of dirt, sand,
and debris

Sources of 
Pollution:

Plant bare areas
Pick up after your pet! Bag the
poop and throw it in the trash.
Never dump any chemical or oil
onto a hard surface or directly
into a storm inlet
Store chemicals covered and
with lids tight to prevent spills
If you do spill – CLEAN IT UP
using dry methods like
sweeping

Never wash pollution down the drain!!!



Stormwater Management

Assessment

How you can lessen the amount of

stormwater runoff coming from your home :

Add areas that allow water to soak
in such as a rain garden

Direct your downspouts to green
spaces instead of impervious
surfaces (for example, to the yard
instead of the driveway)

Install a rain barrel to capture the
stormwater to water your plants

Plant a tree

Aerate your yard

Visit OmahaStormwater.org 
for more ideas and resources

http://www.omahastormwater.org/



